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VIEWS OF TRAN NGOC CHAU ON GVN/NLF TALKS 


The several items following were recently sent me by Tran Ngoc 
Chau, formerly lieutenant Colonel in ARVN, now a Deputy from Kim Hoa 
(when he was twice the Province Chief), and Secretary General of the 
National Assembly, House of Deputies. Formerly a battalion commander 
in the Viet Minh, rallying to the Bao Dai Government in 1950, Chau was 
perhaps the leading innovator and analyst of pacification techniques 
in Vietnam and was first head of the Revolutionary Development Cadre 
Program. I know Chau as a close friend and, as do many other Americans, 
respect him as a patriot. 

Among the items sent by Chau (not reproduced below) is a hand drawn 
diagram headed: "This is how the GVN and NVN are competing in winning 
over the support of the people in South Vietnam." With the "people in 
South Vietnam" as a box in the center, Chau shows them as appealed to, 
on the one side, by successive boxes representing various vehicles 
ranging from the DRV (attracting "communists of the first degree"), 
the NLF (attracting "communists of the second degree"), Trinh Dinh 
Thao's alliance (for "communists of the third degree") and the proposal 
of coalition government (appealing to "communists of the fourth degree"); 
whereas on the other side, non-communist vehicles encouraged by the 
GVN (and U.S.) are represented by the GVN alone, appealing to "anti¬ 
communists of the first degree": "Everyone else is accused or condemned 
as pro-communist." 

Chau is now regarded as a leader of the nationalist opposition to 
the present GVN, within the National Assembly. He has for several 
years favored ceasefire and direct talks between the GVN and the NLF 
in Vietnamese politics. Were it not for the immunity granted by his 
membership in the National Assembly, he would undoubtedly be arrested 
by the current GVN leadership for his recent expressions of these long- 
held views (as represented in the accompanying translations). That im¬ 
munity is probably not absolute. His vulnerability has undoubtedly 
been increased by his recent public disclosure that a Viet Cong captain 
now in police custody is his brother (another brother is a North 
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Vietnamese official), even though these family relationships have been 
known to the government for some time and represent, as he put it, a 
"familiar drama" in the conflict in South Vietnam. 










